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CHAPTER IV.

THE   REIGN  OF

Asshurnazirpal (885-860 B. C.) suc-
ceeded his father on the throne of Assyria he in-
herited opportunities rather than actual posses-
sions. The kingdom over which he ruled from
his capital city of Nineveh was comparatively
small. Babylonia, while not physically so strong
as Assyria, was, nevertheless, entirely independent
under the reign of Nabu-apal-iddin (about 880 B. C.),
who probably began to reign very shortly after
Asshurnazirpal. The countries to the north which
had been conquered by Tiglathpileser I and again
overrun by Tukulti-Ninib were only tributary, and
not really governed from Nineveh. Furthermore
their tribute was not paid voluntarily, but only
when an Assyrian army stood ready to collect it
by force. The Aramaeans possessed the best lands
in the upper Mesopotamian valley, and must be
met on the field of battle. The opportunity was
great, because none of these peoples were strong
enough to oppose Assyria single-handed, and there
was no present prospect of any sort of union be-
tween them. Asshurnazirpal was in every respect
the man for this situation ; no king like him had
arisen before in Assyria.